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thn selecting a method to classify distribution costs into demand and

customer costs, the analyst must consider several factors. The minimum:intercept
method can sometimes produce statistically unreliable results. ‘The extension of the
regression equation beyond the boundaries of the data normally will intercept the Y axis
at a positive value. In some cases, because of incorrect accounting data or some other

* abnormality in the data, the regression equation will intercept the Y axis at a negative
value. When this happens, a review of the accounting data must be made, and suspect
data deleted.

The results of the minimum-size method can be influenced by several factors.
The analyst must determine the minimum size for each piece of equipment: “Should the
minimum size be based upon the minimum size equipment currently installed, histori-
cally installed, or the minimum size necessary to meet safety requirements?” The man-
ner in which the minimum size equipment is selected will directly affect the percentage
of costs that are classified as demand and customer costs.

Cost analysts disagree on how much of the demand costs should be allocated to
customers when the minimum-size distribution method is used to classify distribution
plant. When using this distribution method, the analyst must be aware that the minimum-

- size distribution equipment has a certain load-carrying capability, which can be viewed as
a demand-related cost.

When allocating distribution costs determined by the minimum-size method,
some cost analysts will argue that some customer classes can receive a disproportionate
share of demand costs. Their rationale is that customers are allocated a share of distribu-
tion costs classified as demand-related. Then those customers receive a second layer of
demand costs that have been mislabeled customer costs because the minimum-size
method was used to classify those costs.

Advocates of the minimum-intercept method contend that this problem does not
exist when using their method. The reason is that the customer cost derived from the
minimum-intercept method is based upon the zero-load intercept of the cost curve. Thus,
the customer cost of a particular piece of equipment has no demand cost in it whatsoever.

D. Other Accounts

The preceding discussion of the merits of minimum-system versus the
zero-intercept classification schemes will affect the major distribution-plant accounts for
FERC Accounts 364 through 368. Several other plant accounts remain to be classified.
While the classification of the following distribution-plant accounts is an important step,
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